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4thAnnual Mindfulness Retreat for Tibetan 
Youths in North America

The Tibet Fund, in collaboration with Online Tibet-
an Education (OTE) and Do-Ngak Kun-Phen Ling 
(DNKL), organized a week-long Mindfulness Retreat 
from July 23 – 29, 2017 at DNKL in Redding, CT 
for Tibetan youths 16 and over, residing in North 
America. In addition to learning about Tibetan Bud-
dhism, language, culture and history at the retreat, 
the participants also had the opportunity to go on 
hikes, movie night, and a field trip to Grace Farm. 
The retreat concluded with group presentations in 
Tibetan language exploring various topics of interest 

to the students. 17 participants were awarded formal 
certificates honoring their participation. 



Free Dental Camp with NYU in Nepal
he Tibet Fund once again held a very successful free 
dental camp in November 2017 at Srongtsen Bhrikuti 
High School in Nepal with 40 dentists, hygienists, 
and postgraduates from The New York University 
College of Dentistry (NYUCD) in association with 
Seven Submit Foundation. Rinchen Dharlo joined 
NYUCD delegation who provided comprehensive 
dental care and preventive services to over 1,000 
Tibetan children and elders in Nepal from November 
3-11, 2017. Rinchen also visited Nepal Tibetan Lha-
mo Association, the Office of Tibet and many other 
places and met people in relation to TTF grants. 

Tibetan Scholarship Program (TSP)
Funded by the US State Department since 1988 and 
administered in close collaboration with the CTA’s 
Department of Education, the TSP has been one of 
TTF’s most successful higher education initiatives. 
Some of the programs or activities undertaken by 
The Tibet Fund in relation to TSP in 2017 include:

•  TSP Mid-session Workshop: TTF invited the 2016 
cohort of 11 Tibetan students under the TSP to 
attend a two-day workshop held in Washington D.C. 
in January 2017. With the help from Teresa Mas-
trangelo, the Program Officer for the TSP at US State 
Department’s BECA, our TSP Program Coordinator 
organized the workshop.  The participating students 
met with U.S. State Department staff responsible for 
the TSP, visited the offices of the International Cam-
paign for Tibet and the Office of Tibet, and toured 
historic sites in Washington D.C in January 2017. 
•  TSP 2018 Final Selection: TSP Program Coordi-
nator visited India and Nepal in April 2017 to par-

ticipate in the final selection of the TSP 2018 cohort. 
Six applicants were selected from India and one from 
Nepal. The pre-selections were coordinated by CTA’s 
Department of Education and the TSP Student Selec-
tion Committee.
•  TSP 2015 Cohort Re-entry Workshop: The Tibet 
Fund, with the support of Program Officers, Teresa 
Mastrangelo from the US State Department’s BECA 
and Linda Piccirilli from the US State Department’s 
International Visitor Leadership Program at the UN, 
organized a re-entry workshop for our graduating 
TSP students on June 6 & 7, 2017. Experts in the field 
of Career and Leadership Development, and staff 
members from UNICEF and UNDP were invited to 
share their experiences with the students. The grad-
uating students were also honored with a certificate 
from ECA in recognition of their accomplishment. 
•  TSP Students Orientation in New York City: TSP 
students participated in a two-day orientation in 
New York City in August 2017 before they departed 
to their respective schools. They were also taken for 
local sightseeing that included a guided tour of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Modern Art and Empire 
State Building. During the orientation, the students 
were primarily given tips and guidance concerning 
campus life, academic system, and American culture. 



Yogurt Festival and His Holiness’ 82nd 
Birthday Celebration
   On July 8, 2017, TTF, in partnership with the 
Tibetan Community of New York and New Jersey 
hosted Shoton (Yogurt) Festival at Inwood Hill Park 
and celebrated the 82nd birthday of His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama. An estimated 2000 Tibetans attended 
the free public event. Many traditional dances and 
songs were performed at the event that highlighted 
Tibetan and Himalayan cultures and reflected 
Tibetan, Nepalese, Bhutanese and Indian cultures. 
At the event, President Rinchen Dharlo was honored 
for his nearly four decades of service to the Tibetan 
community in different capacities.

North American Tibetan Associations 
Conference
   President Lobsang Nyandak was invited to speak 
at the 16th North American Tibetan Associations 
Conference held in NYC on September 9, 2017.  
The conference passed a resolution expressing its 
appreciation to TTF for our role in the preservation 
and promotion of Tibetan language, culture and 
Buddhism within the Tibetan community in North 
America. Each of the 16 Associations that received 
our grants to organize summer camps recognized 
our contribution in their deliberations. Additionally, 
two Tibetan parliamentarians from North America 
also expressed their appreciation to the Tibet Fund 
for our initiatives and support.  

Losar -Tibetan New Year
    On February 21, 2017, TTF celebrated our annual 
Losar at Baruch College, bringing together over 

130 friends and supporters.  Former professional 
artists from the Tibetan Institute of Performing Arts 
presented various traditional songs and dances. 
With the opportunity to partake in the in the various 
traditional Losar festivities, the guests not only 
enjoyed the special night but also gained a deeper 
understanding of our customs and tradition. We 
raised a total of $7,877 from tickets and auction. 
After deducting total expenses of $5,111, we had a 
net proceed of $2,766 from the event.

Site Monitoring Visits

•  Executive Director’s visit to India and Nepal: 
Beginning May 13, 2017, Executive Director 
Lobsang Nyandak visited India and Nepal for 
two weeks, mainly to oversee the works of the 
Tibet Fund’s office in Dharamsala, meet with local 
partners including the CTA, and to monitor the 
implementation of Earthquake Disaster Relief project 
for vulnerable Tibetan refugees in Nepal. ED also 
met with Tibetan civil organizations, including 
Tibetan Legal Association, Patients Care Association 
and Manjushree Education Foundation. Our Vice 
President Bob Ankerson also attended all these 
meetings. While in Nepal, ED visited project sites in 
Kathmandu and Pokhara Tibetan settlements.

•   Lhakpa Tsering’s Visit to India and Nepal: 
Mr Lhakpa Tsering, the Grants and Finance 
Administrator of TTF, visited India and Nepal from 
November 19-December 6 2017. The main purpose 
of the visit was to explain the overall processing and 
procedure of the flow of PRM federal grants, and 
introduce the Advance Reconciliation Journal (ARJ) 



Expense report and internal financial procedures in 
order to have a unified procedure for all the federal 
grants. During his visits, Lhakpa met with office 
heads as well as accountants and discussed how best 
the sub grantee and its local partners can maintain 
the backup documents, reporting requirements 
and the risk involved in not following the internal 
financial procedures that has been set up by the Tibet 
Fund. 

Tibetan Story Reading Competition
In coordination with the Office of Tibet in 
Washington, The Tibet Fund hosted the 2017 
Tibetan Story Reading Competition for young 

Online Fundraising Campaigns and Annual 
Appeal
The Tibet Fund launched two separate online 
fundraising campaigns to support the endowment 
fund of Sera Mey High School in South India 
and a sponsorship campaign for needy Tibetan 
college students.  Both the campaigns received 
good responses, with four college students getting 
scholarships and the High school received nearly 
$8,000.
Our annual appeal was sent a week before 
Thanksgiving Day to over 11,500 supporters. We 
have received over $52,000 in donations so far.

Tibetan Summer Camps in the West
Tibetan Associations in North America were 
given the opportunity to apply for $2000 grant 
to host a recreational and educational summer 
camps for the children in their locality. Out of the 
many applications that were received, 16 Tibetan 
Associations were chosen to receive the grant. 
Overall, we provided a total of $32,000 in grants to 
16 Associations that hosted camps ranging from 5 
days to two weeks. A total of 459 students ranging 
from ages 8 to 16 years participated in the camps. 
The associations organized the camps and created 
curriculum and programs focused on educating 
young Tibetans about their roots and identity 
including Tibetan Buddhism, history, dance, music, 
language and various other topics. 

Summer Tibetan Study Program in India
The Tibet Fund and The Institute of Buddhist 
Dialectics organized our yearly five-week Summer 
Tibetan Study Program for young Tibetans from 
the West from 30 June 2017 to 5 August 2017.
Participants gained an in-depth understanding of 

Tibetan children ages 8 to 16 residing in North 
America. Recognizing reading as an essential tool 
to learn and preserve a language, the competition 
was divided into two age categories: 8 to 12 year 
old and 13 to 16 year old students. The registered 
participants received practice reading materials to 
prepare for the competition. Later, two stories were 
sent to the students for each reading category to be 
read, recorded and submitted through YouTube. The 
response was overwhelming. Over 100 students from 
all over the United States and Canada participated in 
the Tibetan Story Reading Competition.



their cultural heritage, traditions, the community in 
exile, and issues associated with Tibet. In addition to 
having a special audience with His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama, the students visited the important cultural 
institutions, CTA and Tibetan NGOs in Dharamsala.
Three-day Tibetan Family Retreat Program
The Tibet Fund, in collaboration with the 
DongakKunphenling Centre, hosted a three day 
Buddhist retreat for Tibetan families in Redding, CT 
from June 16th - 18th, 2017. It was the third such 
opportunity for Tibetan families in North America 
and the participants found the experience “very 
enlightening”. A total of 17 Tibetans living in NY and 
NJ area have attended this retreat.

Annual Gala Dinner
The Tibet Fund organized our Annual Gala of the 
Tibet Fund at the Le Bernardin Privé in New York 
City on October 18, 2017. More than 168 guests 
attended the Gala event. The success of the Gala was 
a great team effort that would not have been possible 
without the co-chairing by Richard Gere, Sam & 
Carol Nappi and Diane Brandenburg, Chef Eric and 
the other amazing chefs, our extraordinary honorees, 
generous event and auction donors, board members 

and volunteers.  
    On this special occasion, The Tibet Fund honored 
Barry Hershey, a filmmaker and philanthropist; Nita 
Ing, a businesswoman and a philanthropist; and 
Rinchen Dharlo, former President of The Tibet Fund.  
In honoring them, The Tibet Fund celebrated their 
extraordinary achievements as advocates who have 
worked hard to keep alive the cause of the Tibetan 
people under difficult circumstances.
   Chef and co-owner of Le Bernardin, Eric Ripert; 
Chef Laurent Manrique, owner and chef of Café de 
la Presse, SF; Chef Lauren SeSteno of Bedford Post 
Inn; Chef Manish Mehrotra of Indian Accent and 
Thomas Raquel, Pastry Chef at Le Bernardin lent 
their culinary talents for the evening. And the gala 
featured a silent auction of art and photography and 
Tibetan musical performances. 
   Major donors included Sam & Carol Nappi, Diane 
Brandenburg, Barry & Connie Hershey, Nita Ing, 
Richard Gere, Dr. Kazuko Hillyer Tatsumura, Olivia 
Hansen, Marianne Jurjaitis & Pedro Beroy, Jonathan 
& Diana Ross and Melissa Sage. We have raised a 
total of $422,631 at the Gala.  After deducting the 
actual gala expenses of $41,808 and earmarked 
donation for professional scholarship program, we 
have a net surplus of approximately $339,873.00.


