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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
For 26 years The Tibet Fund has worked hard to help improve the health, economic status and living
conditions of thousands of Tibetans in exile and in Tibet. In 2006 we provided funds for health and education
programs, helped develop communities through agricultural and vocational training programs, build homes,
clinics and schools, helped provide safe drinking water in Tibetan settlements and supported projects to
promote and preserve Tibet’s unique cultural and religious traditions. We also continued to provide higher
education opportunities for Tibetan professionals and scholars in the United States.
In 2006 The Tibet Fund celebrated its 25th anniversary by inaugurating Compassion in Action, the first in a
series of symposia on philanthropy and alleviating suffering in the world with His Holiness the Dalai Lama.
This groundbreaking dialogue between His Holiness and leaders in the philanthropic community demonstrated
that traditional wisdom has much to offer all those who are working to alleviate suffering in the world. The
symposium set the stage for The Tibet Fund’s work in the coming years.
None of our work would have been possible without the many generous donations from foundations and
individual supporters, the unselfish dedication of our friends, and major funding from the US Department of
State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration and Bureau of Education and Cultural Affairs.
On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff members of the Tibet Fund, I would like to take this opportunity
to extend my heartfelt appreciation to each and every one of you. I would also like to express our deep
gratitude to the United States Congress and Administration, whose continued support and belief in our mission
has provided critical resources to help the Tibetan people in Tibet and in our refugee communities.
We are pleased to provide you with this 2006 Annual Report and we look forward to updating you on the
many exciting and crucial projects we are working on in the year 2007.
Sincerely,
Rinchen Dharlo (Mr.)
President
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INTRODUCTION
The Tibet Fund is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization based
in New York City. The Tibet Fund’s mission is to preserve
the distinct cultural, religious and national identity of the
Tibetan people. Since its founding in 1981, with the
guidance of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, the Tibet Fund
has become the primary vehicle for international assistance
to fund projects that:

• Enable Tibetans in refugee communities in India,
Nepal and Bhutan to become self-sufficient and
maintain their culture in cohesive communities

• Increase opportunities for Tibetan students to gain
a sound education

• Support schools, higher education and health
projects inside Tibet.

ACTIVITIES IN 2006
The Tibet Fund’s activities are focused on the priority areas
of:
• Humanitarian aid for new refugees

•
•
•
•
•

Health care and sanitation
Education and vocational training
Community and economic development
Religious and cultural preservation
Projects in Tibet through the Khawachen Assistance
Program

HELPING NEW REFUGEES FROM TIBET GET BACK ON
THEIR FEET
As a result of continuing human rights abuses, harsh
repression of religion, speech and movement, and increasing
economic marginalization in Tibet, approximately 3,000
Tibetans escape over the Himalayas each year to seek refuge
in Nepal and India. In 2006 a total of 6,973 Tibetan refugees
arrived due to the attendance of approximately 5,231 people
at the Kalachakra Initiation given by His Holiness the Dalai
Lama in south India. While many of them returned to Tibet,
thousands remained, straining the already limited resources
of the refugee settlements.

When new refugees arrive, they are met first at a refugee
reception center in Kathmandu, Nepal where they are
provided with food, lodging, medical care and a chance to
rest and recuperate until arrangements are made for them
to travel to India for settlement. From Kathmandu, the
majority of refugees travel to Dharamsala, India by way of
New Delhi. After resting at the Delhi reception center, they
travel to Dharamsala where they receive temporary housing
and continue to receive medical care and rehabilitation
services as needed.
The Tibet Fund provided $673,500 from the U.S. State
Department’s 2006-2007 Humanitarian Assistance Grant
(HAG) to support the three refugee reception centers in
Kathmandu, New Delhi and Dharamsala.

KEEPING TIBETANS IN EXILE HEALTHY
In 2006 The Tibet Fund provided $640,800 from the U.S.
State Department’s HAG to support health services for
Tibetans in exile through the Department of Health in
Dharamsala, India. These vitally important services
included:

•
•
•
•
•
•

TB/Leprosy and Disabled Services
Maternal and Child Health/ Immunization
Reproductive Health
Hospitalization
Continuing education of health workers
Safe drinking water and sanitation projects in
numerous settlements

• Essential Drugs
• Provision of vehicles, including ambulances for the
delivery of health services.
In addition, The Tibet Fund is assisting Delek Hospital
with a fundraising effort spearheaded by Dr. Zorba Paster,
Dean of the Medical Center in Oregon, Wisconsin to
purchase urgently needed emergency equiptment and
medicine.
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